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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
The drive to Corning for Iowa Artists State Show was a wonderful opportunity to
see the landscape of southwest Iowa, the covered bridges of Madison Country and the
lovely towns along the way. Having artist friends Esther Cheng, Twyla Moschel and Ginny
Poppen along made the trip extra special as we searched out the covered bridges that
provided river crossings in the years long ago. We found so many things driving through
the rolling hills but most of all we found inspiration in discussions of art.
I want to thank Sandy Maxa, IA State Show Chair for the excellent work in preparation
and presentation for the 2011 Iowa Artists State Show. Also to Linda Shearer, Corning
Center for Fine Arts, Director, for hosting the exhibition. To Sandy, Linda and all Region
10 artists who helped register the artists and greet guests, we thank you for a very
professional show. The Officers and Board send a “Thank You” to all artists and guests
who came to the exhibition.

The show was a great success and the art work on exhibit was beautiful. Debra Groesser, artist from Ralston, Nebraska, was
an outstanding judge. Her critique of the winning selections was precise and explanatory as to the reason for the selection. She
conveyed to the audience that it was difficult in making her selections as all the works were done with artistry and creativity.
You can see some of Debra’s paintings on her website: www.DebraGoesser.com.
Plan on going to Iowa Artists 2012 State Show and enjoy the wonderful works of Iowa Artists even though you may
not have received a Blue Ribbon at the Regional Show. Enjoy a weekend of fun and inspiration as you drive along the
countryside. Region 3 has offered to host the show in Calmar. Please contact Mary Ann Gloe at magloe@mchsi.com for
additional information .
Listed below are some of the things we discussed at the General Meeting:
• Membership Directory – Yearly printing will be in January (Dues – Paid by December 31) – The Membership Directory
was developed to provide easy reference of members to all IA.
Good comments were received on publication of the directory.
• Iowa Artists Brochures – These are fresh off the press and presented at the State Show. They are a marketing tool
for IA and are available for distribution in the regions at galleries, art centers, art suppliers and to artists interested in
learning about Iowa Artists.
• Membership Committee – We need each region’s help in getting information out about IA. To grow our organization
we are asking for one volunteer from each region to serve on the membership committee with Delayne Segar for the
remainder of this board’s term, until 2012 State Show. Contact Delayne Segar at segar@mchsi.com.
• A letter is being sent out to all judges on the Judge’s List. This request will be to verify their desire to remain on the
list. We will include these with the show packets for coordinators.
• Visit our website (www.iowaartists.us) to view upcoming events throughout the state and learn more about benefits
to all Iowa Artists members. Mark Wilson has provided links for IA members to post personal websites.
There will be provision to pay on line under Membership Information.
Read your newsletter from cover to cover as there is a wealth of information about past, present and future artists that
you do not want to miss. I have learned so much about Iowa Artists from past information Twyla has researched for articles
that Esther has complied in the newsletter. Thanks to them for educating me in so many ways about Iowa Artists and the fine
artists that are some of Iowa’s best.
As always, look out your windows, across the fields, over the rivers and streams, climb the hills and walk the streets of the
towns and cities for inspiration in starting that next art project.
May this summer be filled with God’s Blessings for all. 
Marcelene J. Jackson

ARTISTS ARE READERS, TOO
T. MOSCHEL
I was so pleased to hear from two of our IA members regarding art-related books they
have read. Sharing “good reads” is the goal for this column and, as I am an avid reader
myself, I like to know what others have found interesting and to be worth their time.
Peggy Brown (Region 5) writes: “When I was first becoming interested in art, some 40
years ago, I read these biographical novels which probably are just as fascinating today.
I recommend them.”
Rembrandt by Gladys Schmitt – Biographical Novel. The story touches on major
components of Rembrandt van Ryn’s life beginning with his childhood in Leyden on
through his painting career and his wives, children and patrons, etc.
The Agony and the Ecstasy (Michelangelo) by Irving Stone – Biographical Novel. A
primary source for this novel is Michelangelo Bunarroti’s 495 translated letters of
correspondence. Stone lived in Italy for years, visited many locations in Rome and
Florence, worked in marble quarries and apprenticed himself to a marble sculptor.
Lust for Life (Van Gogh) by Irving Stone – Biographical Novel. This book describes the
origins of many of Dutch artist Vincent Van Gogh’s paintings and is based largely on
letters Vincent wrote to his brother, Theo. Stone desired to explain the artist’s difficult
life and how he began, flourished and died as a painter.
Peggy’s mention of authors Schmitt and Stone jogged my memory of reading those
same works and prompted me to look up other books by them. I recently read and
recommend:
Depths of Glory (Camille Pissarro) by I. Stone – Biographical Novel. An intriguing
account of French artist Camille Pissarro’s development, struggles and life as an
impressionist artist. Includes insight into interrelationships among other impressionist
artists of this period.
Dear Theo (Vincent Van Gogh) by I. Stone – Autobiography. Vincent’s younger
brother, Theo, a Dutch art dealer, was his confidant and financial support. In his
letters to Theo, Vincent reveals himself as an artist and as a man. The letters lay bare
his deepest feelings as well as his everyday concerns and views of the art world.
Ann Olsson (Region 7), who I usually see at Thursday Painters on Thursday mornings,
back in December handed me 4 favorites from her collection by English author, Dick
Francis, to take along for my three months in Arizona. Ann is a great lover of horses
and knows I have that interest, too. Many of Francis’ novels include some element of
horse racing, however Ann pointed out that in one of her favorites of Francis’ novels
the main character is an artist.
To the Hilt by Dick Francis – Fiction/Mystery. Alexander Kinloch, the twenty-nine-yearold son of the fourth son of an earl, lives in a broken-down house on a weather-beaten
Scottish mountainside. He emerges from his remote and quietly profitable artistic life
every two weeks to secure provisions and pick up his mail. Then one day Alexander
receives a postcard from his mother, summoning him to London to the bedside of his
dying step-father.
Happy reading, Friends. Let me know your art-related “good reads” to share in this
column. If you just send me the title and author and perhaps a comment or two I’ll
write up a brief synopsis. 
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State show Judge
Debra Groesser
Debra Groesser, Ralston, Nebraska, is truly an ar�st at heart. Having
loved art since early childhood, she received a BFA in pain�ng, worked as
a graphic designer and freelanced a few years. Following 10 years in realestate sales she took up pain�ng again and here she is 15 years later. Along
the way she opened her own gallery and studio from which she painted
and taught classes. Finding that it took too much �me away from her own
serious pain�ng she closed the gallery and now puts her work before the
public in shows, compe��ons, several venues in Nebraska, a website and
galleries in California and Kansas. Her main focus is plein air landscape
pain�ng in oils. Being an avid plein air oil painter has led Debra on all sorts
of adventures from backpacking in the mountains to pain�ng loca�ons in
various countries.
A number of years ago when Debra changed focus by switching from
pain�ng from photos to pain�ng directly from life Kevin McPherson, a teacher and mentor, predicted that “we’ll be
hearing about you some�me.” And so we have. Debra a�ributes the leap in the quality of her pain�ng to the enhanced
awareness of color subtlety that the ar�st sees when working directly from nature. Color and atmosphere and mood are
captured on loca�on and reference photos can be used later for details. Some�mes she uses plein air studies as the basis
for studio pain�ng.
In speaking about plein air pain�ng Debra emphasized limi�ng the amount of equipment – keep it simple and easy
to carry. She uses two basic pale�es for plein air from which she mixes all her colors. For sunny weather Debra uses:
ultramarine blue, �tanium white, cadmium red light, cadmium yellow light and alizarin crimson. The pale�e for overcast
days is: ivory black instead of ultramarine blue, cadmium red light, yellow ochre, and �tanium white. She may throw in
thalo green, viridian and/or cobalt blue with either pale�e. If a pain�ng isn’t working she doesn’t struggle with it, just
wipes it off and starts over.
Two of Debra’s favorite publica�ons are PleinAir Magazine (quarterly) and American Art Collector Magazine (monthly).
She also talked about TAG technology, a postage size coded tag to put on the back of pain�ngs. When the code is scanned,
a video of other pain�ngs by the ar�st can be seen. To further promote her work Debra adver�ses in art magazines and
on Face Book as well as publishing a newsle�er on email and on paper. A slide show of her work can be viewed on her
website (debrajoygroesser.com).
“You never know where the next opportunity will come from,” Debra said with a smile. 

Blue Ribbon Winners
at the State Show 2011
(L to R)
James Updegraff, West Union – Landscape, oil
Mitch Eveleth, Estherville – Cabin on the Hill, pen & ink
Judy Thompson, Orange City – A Good Days Work, w/c
Gail Larson, Gu�enberg – Time, mixed media
Randy Hoshaw, Slater – Tonal Landscape, mixed media
Mary Ann Gloe, Decorah – Plums Aplenty, w/c
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Best of Show
Judith Engle
The highest award, Best of Show, went to Judith Engle for an ink and
pencil rendering titled Market Girls from Cusco, Peru.
In telling about this painting Judith said, “I was photographing the
market scene in Cusco, Peru when these three charming young lades
arrived from a mountain village wearing colorful, native costumes and
carrying little lambs which they dressed in woolen doll clothes. I started
drawing as soon as I returned to Lima and finished the piece after a
return trip a year later. In this piece, I started with linen paper that I found in Lima. The rough texture fitted the background
perfectly. First, I composed in pencil and then outlined the figures in black ink using a brush. The detail work was done with
layers of colored pencils. I like all media but it must fit the subject matter. I like to mix materials.”
Judith notes that she sold her first piece of art work at age 14 and had the advantage of “an incredibly supportive mother”. For
24 years Judith taught secondary art in suburban schools of the Twin Cities and took classes herself at least once a week during
those years. Since 1983 she has studied and pursued her craft in a variety of countries. In 2003 Judith moved to Waukon, Iowa
and taught in the Allamakee School District until she retired in 2010.
I work in my car, in airplanes, in my apartment; in hotel rooms, in my classroom after school and on weekends; in the woods,
by the ocean, in pastures; in Africa, North, South and Central America. I’m not picky but I’m looking for some studio space
because I’ve outgrown my apartment,” adds Judith. “I became an Iowa Artist member in 2008. It’s a great honor to receive the
Best of Show award from Iowa Artists.”
Ed. Note: There will be a feature article about Judith, her art work and exhibits in the next IA newsletter. 

Richard Hagen Award
Donna McConkey
Those of us who are acquainted with the beautiful floral paintings by Donna
McConkey, Ankeny - Area 5, were not at all surprised when she received the
Richard Hagen Award (second highest honor) for a dahlia watercolor aptly titled
Firecracker. It seems quite fitting that Donna is also a gardener.
“I raise my own flowers and have a fairly extensive garden of roses, peonies,
dahlias, daylilies and tulips, says Donna. “I’ve painted dahlias before and this title
just jumped out at me.”
Donna’s florals are exquisite. The whites are crisp though she rarely uses a mask
to save the white of the paper. Rather, she paints around those portions carefully
building up layer after layer of transparent glazes. Background is painted last.
Thirty years ago Donna began painting with oils and after about six years switched to watercolor. She is now doing some work
with oils again. The room she has dedicated to painting and framing (which is done by her husband) has natural north light and
is equipped with color corrected lights.
Donna exhibits at the Iowa State Fair and enters Iowa state and regional shows along with IWS, TWSA, NWS and AWS
competitions. She is a Signature Member of IWS and TWSA. 
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Dorothy Frandsen Award

Gwen Foster

Out Back at Jo’s, a serene watercolor by Gwen Foster, Nevada
– Area 6, took the Doris Frandsen Award, third highest honor
at the show.

Iowa Ar�sts Has Website
Iowa Ar�sts’ website, created and maintained by
webmaster Mark Wilson, has been up and running for
several months. We are proud of it. Take a look and
make use of it. (www.iowaar�sts.us)

“I think of this painting as an outdoor still life. Jo (MyersWalker) is a warm, caring, open person and I wanted to
reflect a place where friends gather. Jo’s place is just that,”
relates Gwen.
“I like to use a variety of techniques – whatever it takes
to achieve a look, feel or emotion. I have a studio space in
our lovely century house that sits on 5 acres in the country.
However, I’ll paint wherever the light is best from season to
season. I was born with what it takes to be an artist; it took a
long time before I learned to take myself seriously or believe.
Life’s road is full of twists and turns but we finally figure it
out.”
Gwen’s paintings are entered in Iowa Artists, IWS, TWSA,
Iowa State Fair and Ames Art Walk along with the numerous
shows organized and hosted by Myers-Walker, 

People’s Choice Award

Arnie Jirsa

Wild Turkey, a large metal sculpture of turkey on the
horizon by Arne Jirsa, Marne – Area 9, received two awards
– Honorable Mention by the judge and People’s Choice by
colleagues and public.
In reflecting on this sculpture Arnie said that he “chose to
do this because I love doing all kinds of animals, especially
birds. This is my first attempt at doing a wild turkey. There
is also a bald eagle the size of a postage stamp flying out of
the tree. I’ve never had an art class - completely self taught.
Only shows I’ve entered are Iowa Artists.”

6th Annual EnPlein Air Fes�val, July 29-30, 2011
Call for Entry
This exci�ng juried compe��on, sponsored by the Corning Center for
the Fine Arts (CCFA),
will showcase plein air ar�sts, each crea�ng two pain�ngs, and
provides an excep�onal weekend for art lovers and collectors.
Monetary awards. Open to all ar�sts. Entry fee of $30 by July 11,
2011. All artwork produced at event must be for sale. En Plein Air
Exhibit from July 30 – September 3, 2011.
For Prospectus contact:
Linda Shearer at 641-322-4736 or corningalumni@fron�ernet.net
(cell: 515-473-1766)
Adams County Economic Development Corpora�on at
acedc@fron�ernet.net or 641-322-5229

“The sculpture is completely made of steel,” continues
Arnie, “and all of the color is created by heating the metal
using different amounts of heat and rate to bring the metal
up to temperature to create the different colors as well as
using propane or acetylene for heating. I do everything from
small indoor pieces to 30 foot archways. I did some artwork
prior to 2005 but I got serious with it after retiring in 2005
and opened Arnie’s Artworks. Developing hammer shaping
techniques and controlling the heat coloring is a constant
learning experience.”
Arnie’s shop/studio is located at his home on acreage near
Marne just a half mile south of I-80 at Exit 51. Look for
two giant pheasant sculptures that can be seen from the
interstate. 
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Blue Ribbon Winners at the 2011 Regional Show
Area 1 & 4
Glenda Drennen, La Mars – Tart ‘N Up Les Fleurs, mixed media
Mitch Eveleth, Estherville – Cabin on the Hill, pen& ink
Linda Fries, Peterson – Linn Grave Dam III, w/c
Irene McCoy, Milford – Rainy Morn on Gull Point, w/c
Perry Polson, Spencer – Eroded Maple, w/c
Judy Thompson, Orange City – A Good Days Work, w/c
Kendra Wheeler - Un�tled, mixed media

Area 2 (seated L to R)
Delores Fredrick, Clear Lake – St. Miguel Street Scene, w/c & Heading Out, w/c
Chris�na Blum, Clear Lake – July Fun, w/c
Mame Furnish, Mason City – Tending Sheep, clay sculpture
(standing)
Dean Swenson, Buffalo Center – Bridge to Nowhere, mixed media
(not shown)
Sonja Johnson, Thompson – Country Rooster
Rooster, oil

Area 3 (L to R)
Front:
Craig Ede, Decorah – Chicken
Chick , w/c
Mary Anne Gloe, Decorah – Plums Aplenty, w/c
Judith Engle, Waukon – Market Girls, ink/pencil
Back:
Gail Larson, Gu�enberg – Time, mixed media
David Prem, - Judge
Connie Mohr, Fredericksburg – October 6, acrylic
Sue Kuennen, Elgin – Antler Basket, mixed media
James Updegraff, West Union – Landscape, oil
Not Shown:
Sharon Specht, McGregor – The Blue Madonna, mixed media

Area 5 (L to R)
Susan Colby, Clive – Thoughts at 18, pastel
Joan Sullivan, Fort Dodge – Tess, pastel
Donna McConkey, Ankeny – Firecracker
Firecracker, w/c
Terry Ross, Moorland – Squirrel Trouble, acrylic
Randy Hoshaw, Slater – Tonal Landscape, mixed media
(small photo)
Susan Mohr, Polk City – Reflec�ons in the Wine, acrylic
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Area 6 (L to R)
Gwen Foster, Nevada – Out Back at Jo’s, w/c
Sharon Granzow, Ames – Exploding Beauty, w/c
Louise O’Donnell, Ames – At the Market, w/c
Mary Lou Wright, Ames - Road into the Mountains, w/c
Vickie Kondora, Ackley - Caylie the Brown Eyed Twin, pastel
Mary Ann Mulford, Ames – Unveiling the Light, w/c
Mike Hassig, Iowa Falls – Jasper’s Jazz, mixed media

Area 7 (L to R)
Seated:
DeLoy Wilson, Waterloo – Blessings, w/c
Marion Wiley, Cedar Falls – Dezi Rue, oil
Helen Logan, Cedar Falls – Floa�ng with the Breeze, w/d
Standing:
Jan Bernhard, Cedar Falls - Toramino, Italy, oil
Roger Woock, Cedar Falls – Silhoue�e, stained glass
Not Shown:
Far L – Esther Cheng, Cedar Falls – Summer Prairie, w/c
Far R – Lindsay Keast, Cedar Falls – House, mixed media

Area 8 (L to R)
Suzanne Schmidt, Cedar Rapids – Neighbors, w/c
Dell Secor, Marion – Violets, mixed media
Alda Kaufman, Dubuque – Thistles, w/c
Tamara Jensen, Cedar Rapids – Bri�sh Columbia, w/c
Not Shown:
Janet Duffy Greazel, North Liberty – Pink and Purple & Rose Bush, acrylics
Carol Wild, Robins – Wis�ul, sculpture

Area 9 (L to R)
Kathleen Coy, Council Bluffs – Red Cloud, acrylic
Arnie Jursa, Marne – Wild Turkey, metal sculpture

Area 10 (L to R)
Laura Faux, Thayer - Phillip Waigand, pencil
Beverly Roberts, Truro – Palm Trees, collage
Virginia Powell, Mt. Ayr – The Harvest, w/c
Rebecca Abarr, Redding – Antler Bowl, mixed media
Tracy Konkler, Thayer – Abandoned Home, acrylic

Area 11 (L to R)
Dennis Johnson, Knoxville – Clown, wood sculpture
Patsy Murphy, Knoxville – Pointe Vechio, oil
Lyn Schuck, Pleasantville – Curiosity, ink

Area 12 (photo unavailable)
B.J. Grimmer, Mount Pleasant – Night Scene, oil pastel
Ann Porter, Mount Pleasant – Peonies, w/c
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Iowa Artists Membership Form
Membership/renewal Fee: $25
Due day: December 31, each year
Please Print

Name:
Address:
City:
County:
Email:
Cell#:
New:

State:
Zip:
Phone:

Renewal:

Change of address
Name:
Address:
City:
County:
Email:
Cell#:

Region#:

State:
Zip:
Phone:

Please cut out and mail to the Treasure
Pay to: Iowa Artists
Paula Schrad (Region 7)
2922 Minnetonka Dr.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613

H: 319-277-7908

paulaschrad@gmail .com

President
Marcelene Jackson (region 7)
1625 Quail Run Lane
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
H: 319-277-2619
C: 214-354-4430
marcelenej_artist@msn.com
Vice-President
James (Jim) Updegraff (Region 3)
p.o. Box 454
West Union, IA 52175
W: 563-422-6021
upde@netins.net
Secretary
Jan Bernhard (region 7)
3623 Kingswood Pl.
Waterloo, IA 50701
H: 319-232-1010
rbernhard@mchsi.com
Treasurer
Paula Schrad (region 7)
2922 Minnetonka Dr.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
H: 319-277-7908
paulaschrad@gmail.com
Membership
Delayne Segar (region 5)
1516 N. 19th St.
Ft. Dodge, IA 50501
515-955-8866
segar@mchsi.com
State Coordinator Chair
Ginny Poppen (region 7)
601 Pine St.
Reinbeck, IA 50669
319-788-2417
napa@reinbeck.net

Board Members
Barbara McGee (region 1)
4288 Sleepy Hollow Road
Peterson, IA 51047
H: 712-295-6315
dandbmcgee@iowatelcom.net
Larry Reis (region 3)
604 Hwy. 24, Apt. B6, unit 2
Calmar, IA 52132
563-534-7145
naturalist@neitel.net
Christine McConnell (region 7)
938 Wendy Rd.
Waterloo, IA 50701
H: 319-233-9247
bcmcconnell@mchsi,com
Ann Olsson (region 7)
1972 Newell St.
Waterloo, IA 50707
310-232-7306
ajolsson@q.com
Newsletter
Twyla Moschel (region 7)
2223 Clay St.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
H: 319-266-3366
tmoschel@cfu.net
Esther Cheng (region
603 Hearthside Dr.
Cedar Falls, IA 50613
C: 319-230-6933
elc277@yahoo.com
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