
9 AM - 10 AM  Registration, setup exhibits
10 AM - 11 AM Introduction of the Judge. The demonstration. 
11 AM - 12 PM Business meeting. 
12 PM-1 PM Lunch break 
(Judge will have private access to artwork from approximately 11 AM to 1 PM)

1 PM - 3 PM Awards & critique, followed by photos of award winner
Judge:  Prof Brenda Jones, ISU
Lunch will be local restaurants, map available at registration
Table Easels will be appreciated (see back page for more directions)

State Show
May 13, 2017

Bio:  Professor Jones has taught all levels of Drawing and Painting.  She was coor-
dinator of Drawing 130 Foundations/Coordinator of Art 102.  Since 1999 she has 
been the Coordinator of Fine Arts/Visual Studies in the College of Design Study 
Abroad Program in Rome, Italy.

Living in constant motion, propelled by Olympian-level energy, functioning in a 
capacity of intense sensation that becomes learning.  When you examine my work 
it is a reflection on as well as an assimilation of past and present events in my life.  
At first, images 
show the frailty 

of emotions, the struggle to reconstruct 
the lives of ordinary people that are at 
times trapped within the unimaginable.  
To articulate thoughts of fear, regret, 
empathy, forgiveness, anger and hate is 
such a delicate balance in the work.  The 
faces act to explicate the narrative in the 
visual forms; forms which will not leave 
my conscious thoughts.  The images por-
trayed are the faces of my World.

Judge Brenda Jones
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Dear   Fellow Freezing Artists,

It is that time of year when we artists 
can change the appearance of 
our world significantly with imag-
ination and a few brushstrokes 
of color.  Frigid white snow – be 
gone!   In my mind, I see emerald, 
cobalt turquoise, yellow ochre, 
and a touch of cad red medium 
bathing the landscape in a warm, 
colorful light.  No, I did not overdo 
on the New Year’s punch!  As I look out at our snow packed back-
yard, a little gremlin named “Escape” begins to steer my thoughts 
in other directions.  My mind wanders along warm coastal waters, 
seeing footprints in the sand and saturated tropical colors. 

President’s Message - January 2017

Ooops!  Escape, the gremlin, just left and sent my thoughts 
scurrying back to reality.  What was I thinking 

about?  Oh yes, art and how an artist can alter what we see and 
how we view something.  But you know this.  You also know winter 
is a great time to focus on your art because soon, spring will be 
here, and the Iowa Artists’ Regional Shows!  So I hope you are all 
happily and busily getting ready for these events,   and staying 
warm. 
Our State Show Coordinator, Gail Larson, collected all the in-
formation you will need to participate in your regional show.   A 
membership renewal form is printed on the back along with the 

address of our Membership Chair and Treasurer, Delayne Segar.  
Information about each regional show is listed: the regional co-
ordinator, their contact information including email and phone 
numbers, and day, date, physical location of the show.

In addition, there is the very important section on show guide-
lines.  Please read these and follow them carefully.  If you 

have any questions about these guidelines, contact your regional 
coordinator before your show.  There are a few requirements, like 
size of the piece, or the age of the piece, but nothing too limiting.  
And above all, originality is required and desired, because after all, 
we are artists expressing ourselves through our creativity.  For your 
convenience, this printed newsletter with all the regional show in-
formation will also be published on our website www.iowaartists.us
I wish you all a happy, prosperous, and creative new year.
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Clayton County Artists Group visits Arthur Geisert at his 
Elkader home and studio.

The October meeting of Clayton County Artists Group was held at the home/stu-
dio of Arthur Geisert, noted creator of picture books—but not just for children and 
even those for children have layers that adults appre-
ciate just as much.  We have enjoyed having Arthur as 
a member of our group ever since he moved to Elkad-
er and have been eagerly looking forward to the pub-
lication of his newest book now that he is settled into 
his new ‘digs’ in a former dry cleaning establishment 
in the historic downtown.  Arthur and his contrac-
tor, Greg Anderson, have done a fantastic job turn-
ing the building into a combination home, studio 
and gallery space utilizing found and redone archi-
tectural elements such as skylights and street lights as 
well as new construction and energy saving materials.

`
As you can see, Arthur had the sketches for 
his new book, Pumpkin Island, displayed 
along the length of the studio.  Quick pre-
view—mysteriously, pumpkin seeds germi-
nate on an island in a river very much  like the 
Turkey River and slowly overtake a town very 
like Elkader.  Keep watch in this newsletter 
for announcements of the book launch par-
ty tentatively scheduled for the fall of 2018.

Arthur’s illustrations are created with the 
traditional techniques of copper plate etch-
ing which have not changed since Rem-

brandt and Durer 
including the tradi-
tional Dutch mor-
dant acid.  After 
all, “if it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it”, right?
The initial sketch-
es take months 
of drawing, often 
on site.  Once the 
drawings are fin-
ished they are transferred to tracing paper and then from trac-
ing paper to the wax coating the copper plate and finally are 
etched into the copper itself with a metal stylus.  Generally the 
plates are acid etched three times with a proof pulled in between 
as the drawing on the copper is refined and detail is defined.

Article by Gail Larson.  
Photos courtesy of Kris Grover, Rabecca Hennessey and Ann McCullough.
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In 2001 a test showed that my liver was functioning at 
less than 10 percent of its capacity and my only hope 

was a liver transplant.  For me the   crucial concern was how 
this would impact my work.  I was told as a child “excus-
es are the tools of insufficiency; they build monuments of 
nothingness and those that dwell on them are seldom good 
for anything else.”  I refuse to make any excuses.

My paintings distill a process that inhabits and embodies 
simplicity of composition where at times color confronts 
the tranquility of feelings I possess.  Alluding to a society of 
formidable promise, I have and will continue to look at and 
use distinct references to the world around me, the world of 
metamorphosis, change, and challenge.

Continued from page 1

The copper plates are then printed onto paper using the traditional roller press (the largest and heaviest of 
all the equipment moved into the studio).  Arthur usually prints two copies of each plate.  One is then hand 
colored and eventually the whole set goes to the printers.  Here is Arthur showing a print of an earlier book 
before it is cut and bound.

Arthur’s books are still in print and can be found at many booksellers.  My personal favorite is ‘Oops’, a Rube 
Goldberg tale of the consequences of the youngest of a pig family spilling his milk at the breakfast table.  His 
favorite format is the Alphabet Book, many of his books reflect his love of the rural mid-West and some of 
his favorite characters are pigs.

Judge Brenda Jones
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Region:  One and Four
Date:  April 8, 2017
Location:  Witter Gallery, 
600 Cayuga St
Storm Lake, IA 
712-732-3400

Reg. Coordinator & Chairperson:
Ron Erickson, 
48332 220th St
Remsen, IA 51050  
712-376-4358 or 
cell 712-541-1974
jericksn@midlands.net

Pre-register by:  
April 8 at Gallery
Comments: 
Judge is Eric Anderson

Region:  Two
Date:  
April 29, 2017
Location:  
Clearlake Arts Center
17 S 4th St
Clearlake, IA

Reg Coordinator and Chairperson
Karen Clark
374 Willowbrook Dr.
Mason City, IA 50401
641-422-9797

Pre-register by: 
anytime to Karen Clark
Comments:  
Please bring table easels
lunch on your own in town

Region:  Three
Date:  March 4, 2017
Location:  North Fayette Valley High 
School, 600 N Pine, West Union, IA

Reg Coordinator and Chairperson:  
Jim Updegraff
PO Box 454
West Union, IA 52175
563-422-5284  
updelaw@hotmail.com

Pre-register by:  
February 24 to Jim Updegraff
Comments:  Please bring table and 
floor easels.

Region:  Five
Date:  April 8, 2017
Location:  
Iowa Central Community College
Bio Sciences Bldg
Fort Dodge, IA

Regiona Chairperson:  
Delyane Segar

Regiona Coordinator   
Bruce Bergerud
809 N. 24th St
Fort Dodge, IA 50501 
bruce.bergerud@gmail.com 
515-570-5828

Pre-register by:  
March 31 to Bruce Bergulud
Comments:
Judge will be Rusty Farrington, Art Pro-
fessor, Iowa Central Community College

Region:  Six
Date:  March 18, 2017
Location:  City Church of Ames
See State Show for Address and Di-
rections

Reg Coordinator and Chairperson:
Elizabeth McKern
emckern@gmail.com
814 8th St., Ames
IA 50010  
515-290-9578

Pre-register by:
March 17 to Elizabeth McKern
Comments:  Judge is James Engler, 
Professor of Art  Table easels will be 
appreciated

Region:  Seven
Date:  March 25, 2017
Location:  
Denver Public Library
100 Washington St, Denver, IA

Regiona Chairperson:  
Sandy Rittgers
30459 120th St, Cedar Falls, IA 50613
319-239-4957 em: lrittgers@gmail.com

Regional Coordinator:  
Patricia Robb
127 Devlin Circle
Cedar Falls, IA 50613  
319-277-3504 em:  per@cfu.com

Pre-register by: 
March 20 to Patricia Robb
Comments:  Lunch at local restaurants

Region:  Eight
Date:  April 8, 2017
Location:  
Westminster Presbyterian Church 
2155 University
Dubuque, IA

Reg Coordinator and Chairperson
Barbara Heitzman
750 Sunset Ridge
Dubuque, IA 52003
563-845-7274 
email:bheitman49@gmail.com

Pre-register by:  
March 18 to Barbara Heitzman
Comments:
Judge will be Deborah Stewart P.S.A
Please bring your own easels.  
Lunch is on your own.

Region:  Nine and Ten
Date:  
Sunday, April 2 (for ribbon awards.) 
March 3 & 4  (Works brought to the 
Gallery on for a month long show)
Location:  
Fine Arts on Fifth
104 E 5th St
Malvern, IA 51551

Reg Coordinator and Chairperson:
Marge Boska
54216 Elrod Rd
Glenwood, IA 51534  
712-527-4775 
email:mboska@msn.com

Pre-register by:  
February 24, 2017 to Marge Boska
Comments:  Very important to 
pre-register so that hanging space or 
pedestal space is available for all

Regional 
Shows
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Region:  Eleven
Date:  March 25, 2017
Location:  
 Knoxville Public Library
 213 E Montgomery
 Knoxville, IA

Regional Chairpersons:  
Lyn Schuck
email: 
schuckartworks@gmail.com    
PO Box 76
Pleasantville, IA 50225 
641-629-0317 (text)
515-848-3512 (leave message)

Dennis Johanson
1724 192nd Place
Knoxville, IA 50138
641-828-6943

Regional Coordinator:  
Patsy Murphy
1180 92nd Av, 
Knoxville, IA 50138
641-842-5209
Pre-register by: 
March 21 to Lyn Schuck 
Comments:  Please bring easels, 
accessible parking available

Region:  Twelve
Date:  March 4, 2017
Location:  Art Domestique, 118 S 
Iowa St, Washington, IA 52353

Reg Coordinator and Chairperson: 
Cathryn Layer and Margaret Ertz  
mertz@brockwaymechanical.com
305 N 4th St #302
Burlington, IA 52601  
319-572-6979

Pre-register by:
February 27 to Margaret Ertz
Comments:

Judge will be Mark McWhorter
Show will be on display at the gallery 
until the end of March

Rules/Prospectus for Regional and State Shows
Regional Show:

The judge will select one piece from each 10 exhibited in the regional show for a first, sec-
ond and third place ribbon.  The judge will also select a number of honorable mentions at 
his/her discretion.  Only artwork awarded a first place blue ribbon at the regional level shall 
advance to the state show.
In the event that a piece of artwork has received a first place ribbon and is later found to be 
unqualified for an Iowa Artists show, that piece may advance to the state show but will not 
be considered for an award.

State Show:
The judge will select the 3 highest awards in the following order:  one piece of artwork to receive the 
Best of Show, one for the Richard Heggen Award, and one for the Doris Frandsen Award.
The judge will select one piece from each 10 exhibited and award a first, second and third place 
ribbon.  honorable mentions will be awarded at the judge’s discretion.  All first place winners will re-
ceive a monetary award in addition to the ribbon.If included at regional and/or state show, a Peoples’ 
Choice ribbon may be awarded according to popular vote of show attendees.
The judge at both regional and state shows will give a critique of artwork receiving awards and be 
available to answer entrants’ questions concerning their entries.

Submitted Work
All entrants are responsible for delivery and pick-up of their own work.  If shipped, work must be 
suitably ready to hang or display.  Works will be given all possible care in handling and storing, 
however, the exhibit committees and Iowa Artists cannot be responsible for loss or damage.
Entrants may not remove work before the show is over without permission from the show chair-
man.  Photos of the ribbon groups are taken at the end of the critique period.  Written permission 
is required when transporting artwork that is the property of another artist,  Iowa Artists cannot be 
responsible for loss or damage.

Eligibility Current members of Iowa 
Artists (18 or older) qualify for a max-
imum of 3 entries each.  Official entry 
forms need to be signed and submitted 
by the artist.
Acceptable Work All work must be orig-
inal in concept and created by the artist.  
Reference photos must by of the artist’s 
own taking or used by permission of the 
originator.  No copyrighted material may 
be used as reference.
Artwork done within the last two years 
and not previously shown in Iowa Artists 
Regional or State Shows, Qualifies.  Max. 
dimensions (including frame or display 
apparatus are 4’ x 4’ in either direction.
Unacceptable Work Photos, comput-
er-generated art, computer art slides, vid-
eos or motion pictures are not accepted.
2-dimensional: Oil or water-based paints 
or any combination of these on flat sur-
face, framed and wired ready to hang.  
(Watercolor on paper must include a 
mat.)
Pencil, charcoal, pastel, ink or any 
combination of these done on flat sur-
face, matted, framed and wired ready 
to hang.
Diptych or triptych must have frames 
joined together in some fashion, 
wired and ready to hang and may not 

exceed 4’ by 4’ in entirety.
Collage must be framed and wired 
ready to hang
Artwork on wrap-round mounts with 
finished sides can be unframed and 
wired ready to hang
3-dimensional: A category of com-
bined 3-dimensional entries will be 
considered for awards if the number 
or combined entries totals 5 or more 
pieces.  One set of ribbons for every 
10 pieces or fraction thereof.
Jewelry – overall concept and major 
embellishment must be of the artist’s 
own creation, of normal size, hand-
made from an original idea.
Fiber & Textile – baskets, mats, weav-
ing, rugs, hangings, quilts and printed 
textiles employing an original design 
and imagination.
Ceramic – pottery, figures and objects 
produced on a potter’s wheel or mold-
ed by hand, fired and glazed.
Sculpture – wood, stone, metal, papi-
er-mâché, mixed material, of normal 
size, handmade from original ideas.
Glass – blown or stained glass of orig-
inal design.
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entry FormS and tagS
(Note:  You may enter only in the region where you live, but you may attend any regional show.  Exhibit 
committee and gallery will treat artwork with care but will not be responsible for damage or loss.  Nor 
will they be responsible for any items not picked up at the end of the show.)  
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Entry Blanks for Regional Shows
»Please send entries to regional shows by the pre-registration date listed in the Show Info.  If you are not currently 
a member of Iowa Artists, the registration form must be accompanied by a $25 entry fee.  Pre-show registered art-
work will be listed in the show program and will have priority for available display space.  Regional shows use the 
same jurying method as in the State show.  All blue ribbon artwork is qualified for and expected at the State show.

Fill out completely, sign and remit this registration form to the person specified for your region:
Name of Artist    County    Region
Address
Phone       Email
Entries:
 1. Title     Medium   Size  Price

 1. Title     Medium   Size  Price

 1. Title     Medium   Size  Price
I have read the conditions of entry in the Rules/Prospectus for Iowa Artists Regional & State Shows.  I certify that I am 
an adult artist and that my entries are original, of my own design, and not copied from any other work.

Signature of Artist        Date

Attach one tag to the back of each entry.

IOWA ARTIST REGIONAL SHOW 2017
Artist
Address
Phone   
Email
Title
Medium/Category  
Price

IOWA ARTIST REGIONAL SHOW 2017
Artist
Address
Phone   
Email
Title
Medium/Category  
Price

IOWA ARTIST REGIONAL SHOW 2017
Artist
Address
Phone   
Email
Title
Medium/Category  
Price

IOWA ARTIST REGIONAL SHOW 2017
Artist
Address
Phone   
Email
Title
Medium/Category  
Price
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Cedar Falls, IA 
50613
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Board Members
Barbara McGee (Region 1)

Directions:  To City Church of Ames:
From I-35 head West toward Ames and Iowa State University.
Take University Blvd, exit 146. This exit forks in two directions....you want to stay on the straight leg. The curved right leg goes north to the stadium.
At the end of the exit ramp, turn left (south) at the stop sign.
You will go under the I-35 bridge, & past one stop light. You will come to a stop sign (about 4-5 blocks down) turn right (west). 
There are first apartments and then houses on both sides, after which you’ll see the church on the left (south) side of the road.

Note: You may notice at the stop sign that the street is named Oakwood Road going west but is named Airport Road going east. 
You can take Airport Road all the way to Duff Avenue (also known as Hwy 69).
But beware that there is a roundabout (circular intersection) to maneuver that some find challenging.  
There is a PDF map on the Iowa Artists website for further reference.  Go to googlemaps https://goo.gl/maps/tVyTjjDGcY22

Iowa Artists
1414 Henry Washington St
Wayland, IA 52654


